
Notes on the North York Moors National Park Authority Northern Area Parish Forum 
 
Danby Lodge National Park Centre 
 
Wednesday 10th April 2024 at 7:00pm. 
 
The Parish Councils or equivalent which constitute the Northern Area are as follows: 
 

Aislaby 
Borrowby/Newton Mulgrave/Scaling/Roxby 
Castleton 
Commondale 
Danby 
Easby 
Egton 
Eskdaleside cum Ugglebarnby 
Glaisdale 
Goathland 
 

Great Ayton 
Grosmont 
Guisborough 
Kildale 
Little Ayton 
Lockwood 
Sneaton 
Ugthorpe and Hutton Mulgrave 
Westerdale 
 

 
 
The attendance at the meeting in total was some 15 people. These included 7 NPA staff, some 4 NYC 
councillors who sit on the NPA and less than 5 members of Parish Councils. There were no apologies 
for absence from PC’s or equivalent and there was comment from the NPA team that the Parish 
Council or equivalent representation was very low. 
Once the minutes of the meeting are published by NYMNPA, exact numbers and representation will 
be available. 
 
Dealing with the items on the agenda in order: 
 
1.Welcome 
This was given by Colin Williamson, the Northern Area Forum chair and Northern Area Parish Council 
Member of the NPA. He chaired the meeting.  
 
2.Apologies 
There were no Apologies from PC’s for non-attendance. Also. The Highway Authority had been 
invited to attend to present on traffic and highway planning for the National Park area but had sent 
apologies as they were unable to attend. 
 
3. Notes of the Previous Meeting 
No questions were raised in this section, and the notes from the last meeting which had been pre-
circulated were accepted. A comment was made following the presentation on “Meadows, Verges 
and Boundaries: connecting Parishes through nature” at the previous meeting that no Parish 
Councils had contacted the NPA for help or guidance on verge management or wildlife pathways and 
a reminder was given that this is a legal requirement to have considered and planned for the 
inclusion of this in Parish Council business.  
 
4. Presentation on Revival North Yorkshire (RNY) by Debbie Swales – Managing Director 

• This was an interesting presentation. They are very active in Sleights and there are some 
new staff in Sleights assisting with delivery of newsletters, a new FAB club, Mental Health 
support and also a Men Without a Shed group and a Knit and Natter. 

• They now have a budget of circa £300,000 and are receiving some significant grants. 
However, they are currently seeking a further £51,000 this year to fulfil their budget. They 
have numerous applications in to enable them to deliver this. 



 
5. Presentation on the update to Danby Lodge and Car Park Strategy by Lucas St. John, Commercial 
Manager. 

• As identified at the last meeting, the Danby Lodge National Park Centre has not had a post-
covid recovery in visitor numbers (still down 50,000 per year) and was seeking to increase its 
attractiveness to visitors. Therefore, at the Centre they have invested significantly in a new 
playground which is launching in May. They are also seeking to change suppliers for the café 
as it is perceived as being not good value for money. They are also looking at putting in place 
signage to better link the centre to the Danby railway station for pedestrians.  

• There are plans to improve the car parks at Newton under Roseberry, Hutton le Hole, Sutton 
Bank, Thornton le Dale and Danby Lodge. I raised a query regarding Blue Bank regarding 
parking by camper vans, lorries, overnight parking and rubbish. The reply was that Blue Bank 
has not been forgotten but there are a number of issues that have delayed action. These 
were: 

o Lack of power to put charging points or barriers in place 
o The site is adjacent to an SSSI and requires special consideration 
o NYC do not want to see entrance barriers due to potential queuing back onto A169 
o An additional sign had been put up but had been torn down. 
o NYM have indicated that they will not provide additional litter bins or increase the 

frequency of emptying the existing bins 
 
I also raised the issue regarding two car parks with separate entrances of which only one 
was signed as an NYM car park. This did not seem to have been considered. 
I also had a conversation with Lucas after the meeting and while he commented that he was 
liaising with our Parish Council through the Clerk he recognised that communication, in 
particular given that assurances of action had previously been given, could be better. 

 
6. Chris France, Director. Of Planning for the NPA then gave a general update on planning issues. 
They have submitted a response to central government consultation on de-restricting barn and 
property conversions and allowing repurposing within permitted development rights.He noted that 
they would like all. PC’s to include consideration of Dark Skies in any comments on planning 
applications. There is a new Design Code being sent out for consultation inn November by the NPA. 
Once finalised, this will be Policy ad not guidance only as current. 
 
 
7. There was a presentation on the new NYMNPA Design Code by Paul Fellows, Head of Strategic 
Policy 

• This will be used as a planning gateway for assessing applications once it has been finalised 
and accepted. This is expected to be around Spring 2025. 

• There will be a consultation with all affected areas. This is likely to involve a number of 
Roadshows and probable on-line participation as there are 115 affected communities within 
the National Park area. There were a number of comments around this regarding the need 
to accommodate those who cannot travel or do not have digital access. 

• I raised the question of areas like Eskdaleside where one side of the road is in the NYMNP 
and the other isn’t and that this could potentially cause planning issues with the application 
of one set of rules on one side of the road and a different set on the other. The response 
was that NYMNPA are ahead of NYC in the preparation of a new Design Code and expect 
that theirs will be active first. They stated that they will liaise with NYC as NYC develop their 
document if requested to do so.  

 
7.Update on National Park Authority Business by Colin Williamson 

• See attached briefing sheet issued at the meeting 
 
8. Suggestions from Forum Members on any new items to discuss at future meetings 



• No further suggestions were made. 
 
9.Any other business 

• None 
 

9.Date and Time of next meeting 2nd October 2024 probably at Guisborough 
 
 
 
 
Andy Harrison 
15th April 2024 
  



   



 


